THE WOUNDED SOLDIER

Var from 1914 to 1918, a staggering total of 65 million people
vere killed and over 21 million were wounded. Many of the
Ids of Northern France where a virtual stalemate of artillery
shieved very little but changed the social fabric of Europe.
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The sheer number of wounded in France alone far exceeded the capacity of the traditional hospitals
and thousands of buildings were commandeered for medical use, many in barracks, schools and
religious institutions. Apart from the three competing Red Cross societies in France, each of which
organised hospitals, others were set up by private individuals or committees in smaller buildings and
private houses, with only a handful of beds that functioned for a matter of weeks, these cachets are
extremely rare and many are unrecorded. The participating nations also provided ambulances, trains
and hospitals. After treatment the soldier either returned to the battlefield or, with foreign nationals,
was evacuated to the home nation by hospital ship and train.

The turbulence of the times meant that few records were kept and research is still continuing in local
newspapers and archives to identify the location, dates of use and the number of beds at the hospitals.
Generally the smaller the hospital, the shorter was its life and the scarcer the cachets. Most of the
correspondence from the soldiers themselves was written on picture postcards and their words add a
human element to a story of suffering and courage.

Frames 1-3 The soldier is wounded on the Front and located by rescue dogs, stretcher bearers and
ambulance crews.

Frames 4-6 The soldier is transported from the evacuation hospital by train where facilities were
provided at station hospitals and canteens én route.

Frames 7-9 Hospitals varied from those solely for military use to mixed hospitals, civil hospitals and
temporary units.

Frames 1012 Convalescence was provided for the exhausted soldiers with a whole range of
specialized services for investigation, treatment and rehabilitation.

Frames 13-14 For the wounded soldier the journey continued by hospital ship and train until his
arrival at a hospital in the United Kingdom. Our story ends with the methods of fundraising which
helped to pay for the health services described in this exhibit.




CHIEN SANITAIRE MOBILISE

Postcards showing a more sentimental version of the dogs of war were produced to raise funds for their train
and also for treatment of patients. The Collie was published by the national Institute for the Blind in support
their work with blinded soldiers at St. Dunstan’s. The French Boy Scout example was posted in 1916; the sh;
of the postmark indicates that the card was enclosed in an envelope with a circle cut out in the top right corne
to enable the stamp to be cancelled without intruding unduly on the picture.

" paLs.’
From tie painling by Geo. Soper

375/, - FURIA
/S Tel un eaurrier, parke é nas ehers saldats
Ce pli glorreax pendant. lears combals!




CHIEN SANITAIRE MOBILISE

Postcards showing a romantic view of a dog helping a2 wounded soldier in the field, posted from Pari
Petrograd in 1916, and a satirical view of a dog urinating on a German standard written from Clermont.
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FROM DOGS TO STRETCHER BEARERS — LES GROUPS DE BRANCARDIERS

The first humans to reach the wounded soldier would have been the stretcher bearers. The stereoscopic slides
show dogs with first aid and stimulants ready to search for the wounded in no mans land and the stretcher
bearers retrieving the severely wounded from among the dead. The envelope has the cachet of the 31% Army
Corps, Group des Brancardiers du Corps.
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THE TRENCHES

Realistic Travels were another company which produced stereoscopic slides for the home market those below o
an aid post at Passchendaele and a R A.M.C. dressing station at Monchy.
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STRETCHER BEARERS - LES GROUPS DE BRANCARDIERS

These front line units were made up of two doctors, six auxiliary medical officers, two administrative office
two clergymen, thirty groups of four bearers and fifty-eight assistants. Their equipment comprised two large a
eight small ambulances, thirty wheeled stretchers and 140 stretchers.

The cover and card below show two different types of cachet used by these units, the Marianne type from 19
and the three-line type posted from Secteur Postal 80 in 1915.

La Guerre de 1914
GERBEVILLER, - Vue d'ensemble




STRETCHER BEARERS - LES GROUPS DE BRANCARDIERS

The anonymity of the Marianne cachets makes them difficult to locate in the absence of other information — in
these instances the envelope with the blue cachet was sent from Dieue, Meuse, to the Office of Civil Intemees
in Berne in 1914 while the postcard with the red cachet was sent from Secteur Postal 41 in Reims.

\5\\\




STRETCHER BEARERS

Postcards were produced for ‘Les Armées de la Republique’, for use by those on active service; this example
has been overprinted ‘Réserve du Personnel Sanitaire 4™ Armée’ and is dated on the reverse 24™ May 1915. I
was sent to Louis Picon, Commandant du Groupe de Brancardiers, in Secteur Postal 140. The second postcarc
depicts the stretcher bearers at work and was produced in Paris.
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PES DE BRANCARDIERS

STRETCHER BEARERS - LES GROU
The wax seal of the doctor of a stretcher bearer unit applied to the rear flap of a registered letter from the
administrative officer in the field of the 14" Corps with his four-line cachet applied to the front.
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MOBILE SURGERY AT THE FRONT

Surgical ambulances were created in 1914 to provide emergency operations to the soldiers who were
severely wounded to be transported to an evacuation hospital. The cachets are generally of the Marianne foni
but often the mail was franked with an Ambulance cachet. Dr Dufranc was the Médecin Aide-Major of the
Paul surgical ambulance in 1917.
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BRITISH AMBULANCES

Ambulances in France were sponsored by many individual organisations in the United Kingdom, the cards
below showing examples from the Liverpool Football Club in July 1916, from the Royal Antediluvian Order of
Buffaloes and from the British Brewers in December 1918. Photographic postcards are scarce.
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AMBULANCE CACHETS

Ambulance cachets took a variety of forms mostly incorporating the figure of Marianne with those near
front being distinguished by the French F.P.O. (Trésor et Postes) date stamp. These envelopes were pos

m%%@&ﬁq from Ambulance 13, of the 14™ Military Region in postal sector 63 and from Ambulance 2 in-
13" Region in postal sector 73.




AMBULANCES

A postcard dated 3™ August 1917 from Ambulance 5/52 in postal sector 181 with a rare photographic
showing a horse-drawn ambulance with patients and staff.
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SHOEING HORSES OF THE LATE 9™ PROVISIONAL FIELD AMBULANCE

Messrs A. G. Lockwood sent an invoice for the sum of £36.00 for shoeing the horses of the late 9™ Pr
Field Ambulance. This letter in response from the Commanding Officer of the 307" Field Ambulance
that the late 9™ had become or been absorbed by the 307" during 1917.

Prog:i- Officerr Commending, W A el
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A c_m_. ............... e

\J. .
Dear Sirs,

With reference to your account for showing horses

tof the late 9th. Provisional Field Ambulance.

Will you please sign at the foot of the attached

S

my Form P. 1922 where marked X, and réturn to this

office at your convenience.
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LEWIS HOUSE, _ for Lieut. Colonel.

WITHAL. Commanding, 307th. Field Ambuli
48th. March. 1917.




AMBULANCES

Postcards of ambulances were produced as propoganda and for home consumption.

Sur le Front - Section Sanitaire anglaise
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AMBULANCES

Due to the high demand for vehicles anything was used as improvised transportation of the wounded.
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AMBULANCES

Three stages of life at the front: a First Aid Post on the Somme, an ambulance hit by shell fire at Verdun and an
Advanced Field Ambulance station.

rl.m\ RITISH AMBULANCE SHATTERED BY SHELL-FIF
T T THE FRENCH (VERDUN) FRONT.




AMBULANCES

The Daily Mail produced a series of propaganda cards showing ambulances at the Front using official
photographs approved by the censor both in sepia and colour versions.
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AMBULANCES

Cachets can be divided broadly into two categories, with the presence of Marianne signifying an official army
unit and her absence in an otherwise elaborate mark suggesting that the ambulance was a private operation,
often under the aegis of the Red Cross. The cards below show two of the latter category from Ambulance
Victor Rauchet in Amiens in 1915 and from Ambulance du Bourg d’Oisans used in 1914.
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AMBULANCES

Each Field Hospital had attached to it a number of vehicles and wagons serving as ambulances which were sent
to points of attack where the wounded were gathered in the greatest numbers. Generally their cachets are
inscribed simply ‘Ambulance/Medecin-Chef” with Marianne in the centre, as are the examples below, which it
is impossible to attribute in the absence of any information provided by the sender.




AMBULANCES

Although the cachets are typically anonymous, the writers indicate their units as being Ambulance 9 and
Ambulance 13 respectively, the latter posted from Secteur 30 in March 1915.
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AMBULANCES

Envelopes showing the cachets of a doctor in the 8/XXI ambulance serving in Postal Sector 89, although located
temporarily in Sector 102, and from Ambulance No. 12 of the 2** Army Corps in Postal Sector 3, both in 1915.




AMBULANCES

A patriotic card from Ambulance 3/60 in postal sector 105 attached to Field Hospital No. 3 of the 60" Reserve
Division in May 1915 and a letter card of July 1917 from a surgical ambulance unit posted at army post office
151.
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AMBULANCES

The envelope decorated in pen and ink was sent by a soldier from army post office ES»BEBS 13 on the
Somme in 1916 while the other envelope was from Lourde Surgical Ambulance 403 posted to England with
three triangular tax marks applied but no evidence that any charge was raised on delivery.




AMBULANCES

The card and envelope are from the same writer in Ambulance 10/1 but use the cachet of the ambulance rather
than of the field hospital. Whereas the hospital was located in army postal sector 102, the sender now gives his
address as Sector 91, although the envelope was posted in Sector 193, suggesting that he had moved further
afield. The cachet has become noticeably worn by December 1916.
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AMBULANCES

While the correspondence below bears the anonymous Ambulance cachet, the senders’ manuscript notes allow

them to be attributed to Ambulance units 1/22 and 1/66, the second number indicating the army corps to which
the ambulance was attached.




AMBULANCES

The military health report card was sent from the Second Annex of the ambulance unit attached to the 12" Army

Corps in postal sector 152 on the 21* April 1916. The postcard of 1915 showing wounded soldiers being loaded
into an ambulance from a cart required prior approval by the censor, ‘Visé a Paris No 748’.

1915 — SOLDATS BLESSES TRANSPORTES DU CHAMP DE BATAILLE
_ A L'AMBULANCE ‘visé a4 Paris N' 7
oy Wounded soldiers are benig carried from the battle field fo the ambulance. 4




AMBULANCES

The report was posted by a lieutenant in Ambulance 15/18 on the 6™ October 1917 in postal sector 118 to a
Commanding Officer certifying that one of his soldiers by the name of Célibert, aged 34, and born in
Marchienne Campagne, Nevers, was brought in by Ambulance 9/4 suffering from a bullet wound. The form
bears the ambulance’s circular Marianne cachet on the inside and a straight line cachet on the outside (front

shown at 75% actual size).




92™ FIELD AMBULANCE

Mr Bishop was sent the photograph of Hut 19, 92™ Field Ambulance and was asked to keep it, presumably by
his son. The covers have the cachet of the Ambulance de Ferney-Voltaire, Ain, and of Ambulance 12-Group
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AMBULANCES

An envelope addressed to a doctor with Ambulance unit 15/8, redirected from postal sector 159 to 120, with a
French postcard commemorating the work of the ambulances.




AMBULANCES

The French photographic postcard of an ambulance which was probably English by virtue of the rose motif is
dated July 1917 with below an unused card showing the cachet of the Anglo-French Ambulance in Marseille.
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AMBULANCES

Ambulance unit 18/17 was based at the military Hospital at Chanzy, Chalons-sur-Marme
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AMBULANCES

The cards below show identifiable cachets from Ambulance E2/105 in Secteur 227 in May 1918 and from
Ambulance 2 of the 58" Reserve Division depicting a German hospital in 1915.
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AMBULANCES

A patriotic card sent by an attendant in Reserve Ambulance 4/62 R attached to the 12" Corps posted from
Secteur 77 in July 1915 with a postcard showing a Red Cross kitchen published in Paris.
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BRITISH AMBULANCES

British ambulances were amongst the most numerous Allied ambulances in Northern France — the items below

show a telegram of 1916 addressed to the County Palatine Field Ambulance, the cachet of the English

Ambulance based at the Chateau de Boismont in the Pas-de-Calais and a &nb of an English Ambulance
unloading casualties at a Field Hospital.
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SCOTTISH RED CROSS AMBULANCES

The postcards below show Scottish Red Cross transport and a Scottish Red Cross Ambulance outside the
railway station at Creil.

Keception of Wounded at midnight by the Scottish Red Cross Transporis
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BELGIAN AMBULANCES

Belgian Ambulance priests would have carried the wounded to the Belgian Field Hospital whose cachet is
shown on an envelope of 1915 unusually addressed to the United States and posted at the British Army Post
Office S10 then located at Dunkirk.

Cliché New F. Paper, illustrations limited |
1914... Un aumonier belge accompagnant un blessé | A belgian chaplain accompanying a
12 Shtin | wounded soldier Aw..@.




| AMBULANCES

An invitation to dinner from a Belgian cavalry division to a physician in the 3 Cavalry Field Ambulance
written on patriotic stationery from Wulveringhem in 1915.
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AMERICAN AMBULANCES

The term Ambulance Américaine referred to the vehicles and hospital, as shown in the card published in
Chicago showing a U.S. Army Field Hospital with the vehicle and the tents. The card posted at Juilly with an
oval purple cachet in June 1916 shows the operating theatre at Hopital Bénévole No. 13 bis which is

unrecorded in the literature while the last card posted in 1916 has the cachet of the Ambulance Américaine at
Hopital 2 bis in Neuilly.
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AMERICAN RED CROSS

American Red Cross postcards dated 1918, one with the frank of the Croix Rouge Francaise Societé de Secours
Blesses Militaire, Comite d’Angers Secretariat General, showing American troops marching through Paris and
the other being nurses mail with the U.S. Army Post Office MPES showing American Red Cross nurses
parading in Paris on 4" July 1918.




CANADIAN AMBULANCES

The postcards below depict the Canadian Womens Mobile Ambulance and the Anglo Canadian Hospital
General Canadian No. 2.
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ALLIED AMBULANCES

Most of the Allied Forces provided ambulances as illustrated by the unusual postcard issued by the Y. M.C.A.
Hut Fund in America to raise funds “to provide Comforts, Shelter and Recreation for our Soldiers”, showing the
American Red Cross on the Western front while the second postcard is of the Japanese Red Cross Ambulance
arriving at Lyons Station.
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1914-16... Arrivéee de 'Ambulance Japonaise 1914-15... Japanese Ambulance arriving

4 la Gare de Lyon at Lyons Station Aw..m.uv
3Bwme Stile ,




AMBULANCES

Two cards posted at German field post offices showing a row of horse-drawn ambulances parked in Sivry in
1915 and motorised ambulances in the Vosges in 1916.
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THE FRIENDS AMBULANCE UNIT

The Religious Society of Friends, The Quakers, was quick to realise the need for first aid, nursing and sanitary
services in areas close to the battle front. The first training of volunteers began in early September 1914 at
Jordans Buckinghamshire. The first party, led by Philip Baker, 2ic Geoffrey Young and Adjutant Leslie
Maxwell, landed at Dunkirk on 31 October 1914, as the ‘First Anglo-Belgian Ambulance Unit’. The postcard of
February 1915 and the letter of February 1916 have different censor cachets applied with the facsimile signature
of J.B. Maxwell. The latter was forwarded from Durham to Bournemouth and has the British Red Cross cachet

and Field Censor cachet in addition to the F.A.U. cachet.
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THE FRIENDS AMBULANCE UNIT

A regular daily postal service between Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne was maintained using motor-cycles or
light lorries, the service was run in connection with the British Red Cross, who paid half of the cost, which
explains why most of the covers have APO3 for Boulogne, APO S.10 for Dunkirk as applied the manila

envelope and more uncommonly APO 5 for Paris as applied to the cover with the ‘Societé Des Amis, War
Victims Relief” cachet of July 1916.




BRITISH RED CROSS IN FRANCE

APO 2 was based at Rouen and APO 4 at Calais. The latter envelope bears the cachet of the First Aid Nursing

Yeomanry with the initials M.A.C. for the Munro Ambulance Corps, a unit of up to nine vehicles founded by a
Scottish psychiatrist Hector

Munro. Mail from this small unit is exceptionally rare.




BRITISH RED CROSS IN FRANCE

The British Red Cross Society utilised part of the Army Post Office at Boulogne as its Headquarters and us
various cachets incorporating post office markings on official and personal mail. The A.P.O. was establish
there on 15" August 1914 and disbanded on 13" January 1920. The envelope has in addition to the Red Crc
Cachet the Censorship Cachet of the Friends Ambulance Unit who shared the cost of the postal system with t
Red Cross.
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BRITISH RED CROSS IN FRANCE

The letter sent from Boulogne in January 1919 from one of the Red Cross nurses based at the hospital
Boulogne.
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BRITISH RED CROSS IN FRANCE

These examples have C. W. Yates’s facsimile signature and are all from base camp at APO 3 Boulog
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BRITISH RED CROSS IN FRANCE

These covers sent from base camp each have a different facsimile signature providing for free post:
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BRITISH RED CROSS IN FRANCE

Examples of the British Red Cross Detail Stores cachet used at base camp.




WOUNDED IN BATTLE

A form from the Royal Army Medical Corps Record Office in Woking notifying Private Lupton’s father th
his son had been wounded on 16™ August 1917 but with no further details as to his admittance to hospital.
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BY AMBULANCE TO FIELD HOSPITAL

The wounded were generally taken from the front by ambulance to the nearest Field Hospital. Each Fi
Hospital had attached to it a number of vehicles and wagons serving as ambulances which were sent to points
attack where the wounded were gathered in the greatest numbers. The sender gives his unit as Ambulance 10
attached therefore to the 1* Army Corps, which is confirmed by the cachet of Field Hospital No. 3 of the
Army Corps.
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BY AMBULANCE TO EVACUATION HOSPITAL

Evacuation :om?.ﬁ._m were made up of five doctors who served two operating rooms with one sterilisation ro
often situated in a village near the front. Hopital d’Evacuation No. 4 was located in the village of Vitry
Frangois in the 6™ Military Region virtually all of which had been occupied by the Germans within eight we
of the postcard being written on 26™ July 1914. Neither the Hospital nor the cachet are recorded in
literature. The lettercard shows the cachet of the Hospital d’Evacuation located in Calais in 1915.
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ARMY CORPS TRAINS

Hospital trains are attributable also to particular army corps, the examples below each originating from a differer
corps and the trains being numbered 1 to 4.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES

The sender of the first post card informs the recipient that the train is returning from Brest to Rennes where the
card was written on the 28" September 1915. The second card written from Nantes has the Station Infirmary Post
Office cachet of Nantes applied in red. :
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TRAINS SANITAIRES PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

Five trains had been organised in peacetime by the army health service which carried the more severel
wounded. Each train comprised twenty three carriages, of which the wounded occupied sixteen with eight bec
in each, giving a total of one hundred and twenty eight patients. Three doctors, a pharmacist, an administrativ
officer and twenty eight nurses attended them. The cards below show a view of Train No.l Etat and th
pharmacy while the third card has the cachet of the Train No. 2 Etat posted on the 9" August 1915.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

The trains were organised into six divisions entitled Nord, Est, P.O.(Paris/Orléans), Etat, Midi and P.L
(Paris/Lyon/Marseille). Although the cachet is anonymous as to the number on the administrative offic

cachet, the writer discloses his address as ‘Train Sanitaire Nord 5° and the envelope is cancelled with
Soissons to Paris T.P.O. in February 1916.
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Interior of one of the Ward Cars of the Ambulance Train, constructed by the Caledonian Railway Company, on the {
order of the War Office, for conveyance of Wounded British Soldiers in France from the Front to the Sea-board.



TRAINS SANITAIRES PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

Although the cachet is anonymous, the writer of the top card in September 1916 identifies the train as No. 3t
the P.L.M. Division, while the second card has the cachet of train No. 40 in the P.L.M. Division. The unu
card shows the interior of a ward car built at the G.W.R. Works in Swindon for a Continental Ambulance Trz
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

In October 1914 a new type of hospital train, designated semi-permanent, was created and by 15™ October 55
such trains were carrying between 650 and 700 wounded soldiers. Examples of two different types of cachet

used on Train No. 4 of the P.L. M. Division (Paris, Lyon, Marseilles), posted in Tarare in December 1914 and af
Moulins station in April 1915.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT ~ HOSPITAL TRAINS

Henry Simonis & Co of London manufactured the “L.X.R.” Railway Ambulance Fittings for the transport of wounded in railway carriages. By June 1916 there were 160 such trains capable of carrying 112,000
wounded in 2™ and 3" class carriages mostly arranged for lying wounded with carriages for the kitchen, dispensary and treatment. The rare advertising sheet explains how the apparatus was assembled and the
different options for use in carriages and the postcard illustrates the use of the equipment at the time.

B ke 2¢ DESCRIPTION 2 3

OF THE

“L.X.R.” ratet Railway Ambulance Fittings

APPARATUS B I, COMBINING 2 SETS B 1.

FOR TRANSPORT OF WOUNDED _ Also for Emergency and
IN RAILWAY WAGGONS. ® Field Hospitals.

FIRST PRIZE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS EXHIBITION, LONDON AND NEW YORK. ‘

Supplied to the BRITISH WAR OFFICE, INDIA OFFICE, Egyptian Government, &c.; also lo lhe
Governments of the United States. Germany, Austria, Spain, Turkey, Russia, Brazil, &e.,

and to Red Cross Societies and Railways, in every civilised part of the World.

TTMHE Fittings consist of o nymber of hars and tubes, packed compactly together in bundles with

wooden clips and leather straps. In less than five minutes, however, these Fittings can he

erected by two men, or even one man, without the aid of any tool except a hammer, or any

substitute for a hammer. All parts are interchangeable, so that no mistake in the erecting can be

made.

When erected the Fittings are absolutely stable, and show no movement whatever in a railway

waggon while travelling.

The Stretcher Beds are suspended from bars, resting on springs let into the corner pillars, thiis

wssuring great comlort to the patients.  Any kind, type, or make of Stretcher can e e

The Fittings are made in three different types

Type 1 1. To accommodate four, with passage in hetween, which can be widened or

shortened at will
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

These cards show the cachets used on three trains in the Midi division: No. 1 posted at army post office 174 in
May 1916 and No. 2 and No. 12 used in 1915.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT EXPRESS - EXPRESS HOSPITAL TRAINS

The cachets below are of the Train C.T. No. 7 Express and the Train Sanitaire s.p. No. 13 Express. The writer of
the first card is in Cette from where he expects to depart at 8 p.m., passing through Dijon between 5 and 6 p.m.
on the Tuesday. The envelope has the Train Sanitaire Semi-Permanent 13 of the Midi Division cachet and is
cancelled with the Sens-Troyes T.P.O. of 24" June 1917.

Cosgespolypnnce

Y 4 77 i
k&“ﬂ% o - pee o

_ Croev. Lrme %frh

m \w\u&aﬂ.\»\w %\k\ W .t\\\\ .
. \\;\ 2E26F § u\*\r&h&.h\.ﬂ

2t e

Train sanitaire s. p. {13, EXCrisdw
MIDIL




TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

Many trains employed more than one type of cachet as illustrated on these two postcards both mailed at Chalons
Station from Train No. 6 Midi in December 1914 and February 1915 respectively.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

These two cards from Train No. 2 in the Etat Division both have the same cachet but demonstrate the possibility

of tracking a train by reference to the places of posting, in these instances from Tours station in May 1915, and
from Chartres station in October 1915.




TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

The cards below were posted in the Est division on train No. C3 from Orléans station in August 1916 and on
train 1 bis from Cahors in February 1918.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT

Wagons were converted for the conveyance of the wounded as depicted in the post card. The envelope has the
cachet of one such train, Train No. C26 posted at Chateauroux in October 1916.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT — HOSPITAL TRAINS

Two cards from the P.O. (Paris — Orleans) line showing cachets of Train No. 6 posted at Secteur Postal 28 in
June 1915 and of Train No. 6bis with the number excised from the cachet.




TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

Cards showing cachets of trains in the Etat division: No 14 in two different types posted from Army Post
Offices in 1916 and No. 15 in 1917.




TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

Cards showing the cachets of three trains on the P.L.M. line: No. 37 posted in July 1915, No. 46 posted in May
1915 and No. 24bis posted in Secteur Postal 20 in September 1917.




TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT — HOSPITAL TRAINS

72 semi-permanent trains were employed on the P.L.M. line, these postcards showing the cachets for No. 11B in
March 1915 and for No. 14 posted at Le Mans station in July 1915.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES SEMI-PERMANENT - HOSPITAL TRAINS

Many of the cachets used on hospital trains give no identification number, as on the example below from
Beziers Station in August 1915 posted to Hopital No. 42 at the Carlton Hotel in Vichy. The writer of the card
depicting Abbeville identifies his train only as the 3" Train Sanitaire in December 1914.
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TRAINS SANITAIRES IMPROVISES - IMPROVISED HOSPITAL TRAINS

On mobilisation in August 1914 there were 115 improvised hospital trains each comprising 33 individual
covered wagons. Each improvised hospital train had two doctors, a pharmacist, an administrative officer and 45
nurses. By their nature, the cachets are generally anonymous, as on the two examples below, although the writer
of the first card gives his address as ‘Train sanitaire semi-permanent No. 1 P.L.M.".
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TRAINS SANITAIRES IMPROVISES — IMPROVISED HOSPITAL TRAINS

Unless the writer indicated which train they were on these cachets do not provide any such information. The
first card is inscribed “Train Sanitaire No 1=XX" as evidence of which train the writer was on.

-

g

CARTE POSTALE

. CORRESPONDANCE
: A D MNariavdia —A,L
L Orvn

Y ALt 0K /..St. AP W Rl
M B bt i

ML

L

: Wum.\,u_.m

ADRECSsE
'

| K" ahCommman
. 7 3 ,_H&}w@._. ffr.& Mm% W

P

T
e 2N 2 Sam
. i

"

P
_ J_ \

R L
I cﬁ...ﬁ\

L.

CARTE

.MMO-\«.\.._. g
f

B0
| i ¥
..W,___ o

A

+3

POSTAL

ey
R
b
bt
_ QM Uit tarn _ Sri M ante

| .l\“:\_.f.thv.hl\w% ?.\R)}J.
i |\“f o oS art— N penn

; CORRESPONDANCE
Sy .\.\\N&t\ g
‘\“\&\\‘E:.

i
4

Az ek =o e _ |
ﬂwr .. n........“ ..... \L S ¥

(Ve

§&%&SF ew\\mkm‘\\\\ﬁ..-

LN\_ i \Fr\.mﬁrr




TRAINS SANITAIRES IMPROVISES ~ IMPROVISED HOSPITAL TRAINS

The sheer number of wounded who needed to be moved away from the front required cattle wagons to be called
into service. These would have straw bedding upon which the stretchers were laid. The sender records on the

card that he was on train 1/6 on the 19" July 1919 leaving from Marseille station while the writer of the letter
was on train 2/6 in Army Postal District 186.
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INFIRMERIES ET CANTINES DE GARE - STATION HOSPITALS AND CANTEENS
16™ MILITARY REGION - L’AUDE

Hospitals and canteens were operated by the Red Cross societies at stations to provide care for the wounded
being evacuated from the Front. The cover bears the cachet of the supply unit at Carcassonne station in May

1915 while the circular Red Cross cachet was applied to a card posted at Narbonne station in October 1915 by a
soldier en route for Carcassonne.

RAViTAILLEMENT

. 3

GAREDECARCASSONNE]

—

6. NARBONNE - Pont Voltaire




INFIRMERIES ET CANTINES DE GARE - STATION HOSPITALS AND CANTEENS
5™ MILITARY REGION - LE LOIRET

The Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires (S.S.B.M.) operated one such hospital at Orléans station where
the two cachets shown below were applied. The upper example was sent from a hospital train passing through
the station, hence the additional stamp ‘De Passage’ and the writer expects to arrive in Paris by midnight. The

lower card was possibly acquired during treatment at the station as it was actually posted at the Hopital
Complémentaire in Pontlevoy.
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STATION HOSPITALS

Infirmaries at stations were charged with looking after the wounded in transit from the front providing beds fo:
those too ill to continue. The infirmary at Montpellier station had fifteen beds and was open from 11® Augus
1914 until at least 26" July 1915, using four types of cachet during this time. The postcard shows the interior o
one of the Ward Cars of the Ambulance Train built by the Caledonian Railway Company.
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STATION SHOP

Apart from providing meals and drinks and having an Infirmary stations also had a shop which also had a cachet
which was applied to the postcards providing free postage. The examples below were posted at the Station at
Moulins and both have the shop cachet.
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~ INFIRMERIES ET CANTINES DE GARE - STATION HOSPITALS AND CANTEENS

m&ﬁﬂ&mﬁﬂgmﬁﬂ@ﬂﬁ»&ﬁ&oﬁnﬁ&g%g%gnﬁwggrﬁﬁimmwg at
- Brive in November 1916 and at Infirmerie de Gare No. 23 at Lyon-Vaise in April 1915.




INFIRMERIES ET CANTINES DE GARE — STATION HOSPITALS AND CANTEENS

Three types of cachet used at Angers Station inscribed ‘Infirmerie de Gare’, ‘Inf. De Gare’ and with latter line
removed.
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INFIRMERIES ET CANTINES DE GARE — STATION HOSPITALS AND CANTEENS

The Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires (S.S.B.M) operated canteens and hospitals at stations to provide
succour and treatment to the wounded. They operated a hospital at Nantes Station from 12* August 1914 until
23" February 1919 with 15 beds. Five types of cachet are known to have been used during this period, two of
which are shown below, one with a diameter of 37mm and the other of 35mm. The permit allows the bearer to
enter the station at Dijon to collect money in aid of the Salle de Repos and the Cantine Militaire.
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AMERICAN RAILWAY SERVICES IN FRANCE

The American Ambulance Train was provided by a former U.S. Ambassador to France, M. R. Bacon, and was
formed on the 14" February 1916 10 days before this postcard was sent. The American Red Cross also
provided station facilities at the Cantine des Deux Drapeaux, where the wounded with permits could be treated.
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HOPITAUX MILITAIRES PERMANENT — MILITARY HOSPITALS

Permanent Military Hospitals were authorised in each Military Region by a law of 1877. The interior of the
Military Hospital in Versailles is shown below with two of the three known types of cachet of the 16" Military
Region used at the hospital in Perpignan.




HOPITAUX CIVILS MILITARISES — CIVILIAN AND MILITARY HOSPITALS
16" MILITARY REGION - L’HERAULT

Communal rooms for both soldiers and civilians were established in existing hospitals where the military
garrison of the town was less than 300 men. There were eleven towns in the 16™ Military Region with garrisons
of less 300 men where military casualties were treated in civil hospitals. Examples are shown from the Hopital
General des Hospices in Montpellier which had 540 beds and seven cachets.
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MILITARY HOSPITALS

The military hospital in La Rochelle also had three annexes, two of which are shown below from the Ecole de
Chavagnes and the Lycée de Gargons with more than 300 beds between them.
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HOPITAUX MILITAIRES —

18™ MILITARY REGION

MILITARY HOSPITALS
— HAUTES-PYRENEES

One such permanent hospital for each Military Region was instituted by law in 1877, that for the 18" Region
being located in Bordeaux. However, in the Hautes-Pyrénées there was also a military thermal hospital in
Baréges with between 300 and 586 beds which opened during the summer only. Four types of cachet are known

of which two are shown below.
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MILITARY HOSPITALS

An Hépital Thermal Militaire was opened in the 10™ Military Region at Amelie-les-Bains on 16™ February 1915
with between 320 and 800 beds and closed on 9™ October 1920, with seven types of cachet known, two of
sEowBamwosa_ao_eﬂ.
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HOPITAUX MIXTES — MIXED HOSPITALS
4™ MILITARY REGION - L’ORNE

Civil hospitals in towns having garrisons exceeding 300 men had special rooms set aside for military use. The
mixed hospital in Argentan was situated at 59 rue de Paris with 186 beds with two annexes at the Ecole
dentelliere with 35 beds and at the Cercle catholique with 42 beds. .
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HOPITAUX MIXTES — MIXED HOSPITALS
16™ MILITARY REGION - L’HERAULT

The hospital Suburbain in Montpellier was opened on 24" August 1914 with 706 beds and closed on 30"
September 1919. The cards and cover below show two of the four known cachets and a view of the exterior.




MIXED HOSPITALS

There were seven civil hospitals in the Le Gard area of the 15" Military Region which had a room set aside for
military use. The envelope was posted from Hospice Humanité in Nimes with 60 beds which functioned
between 1914 and 1917 while the postcard was sent from the Hopital Mixte in Uzes with 85 beds from 18"

September 1914 until mid 1915.
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MIXED HOSPITALS

There were two civil hospitals in the Le Var area of the 15® Military Region at Draguinan and Hyeres, this
envelope being from the latter at the Hospice in avenue Riondet with 107 beds. The connection with the
photograph is unknown although, being found in the envelope, it could be of the writer serving as a nurse there.




HOPITAUX MIXTES — MIXED HOSPITALS

The Hopital Montgaillard in St. Pons had only 46 beds and consequently the cachets are scarce. The Hopital
mixte in Gien had 92 beds and the card is unusual for bearing the personal cachet of ‘L’Infirmiére major/M.
Lorin’ which is not recorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX COMPLEMENTAIRES - COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

Complementary Hospitals were those set up in Institutional Buildings under the direction of the Military Health
Service. Their cachets often include the word “temporaire” to indicate the improvised nature of the hospitals. In
the 17" Military Region there were twelve such hospitals: No. 44 was located in the College de Gargons in
Condom with between 130 and 150 beds from about August 1914 until 20" September 1916 during which time
three types of cachet are known. This example of the four line cachet is additionally unusual being on a
mourning envelope. The Programme is for an evening'’s entertainment put on by the Théatres de Londres for
patients in the Hopital Temporaire No. 76 in Vichy.
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HOPITAUX COMPLEMENTAIRES - COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS
10™ MILITARY REGION - LA MANCHE

Hopital Complémentaire No. 49 had between 1038 and 1094 beds spread amongst four institutions and one
annex at Coutances. Four types of cachet are known, of which this double circle mark shows the spelling error
of Contances recorded from October 1914 to August 1915 when it was recut. The photographic card of August
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HOPITAUX COMPLEMENTAIRES - COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS
16"™ MILITARY REGION - L’AUDE

The Ancien Collége St-Francois de Salles in Castelnaudary was the location of two separate Hopitaux
Complémentaires No. 12 and 25 until 20" July 1916 when they were amalgamated under the former with 525
beds allocated exclusively to wounded German and Austrian soldiers. The two marks illustrated are both of No.
12, the blue type dating from before the amalgamation and the red from June 1918.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

The Grand Hotel in Barbazan was the location of Hépital Complémentaire No. 55 in the 17" Military Region
and operated with seven annexes within the town from September 1914 until October 1916.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Complémentaire No. 74 in the 10th Military Region specialised in the care of captured German
prisoners of war and was based in the Etablissement des sceurs de la Croix in Tréguier. The envelope to the

hospital from Bovenau in 1919 bears the mark “Visé a Tréguier Hol Cre 74 / par le Service des Interprétes’
which is not recorded in the literature.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

The municipal casino in Luchon was one of a group which formed Hépital Complémentaire No. 54 in the 17%
Military Region, this location specialising in physiotherapy.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

The casino at Luchon was one of nearly 70 hotels and buildings which made up Hopital Complémentaire No. 54
using five types of cachet. Two of the cards below were posted from the annexes in the Ancien couvent,
Montauban de Luchon, and from the Hétel Canton.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

The postcard shows the entrance to the annexe of Hopital Complémentaire No. 6 situated in the Ecole Rouviére
in Toulon which had between 470 and 1,050 beds from 2™ August 1914 until 3* January 1919. The lower card

was posted from No. 7 in the Institution St-Maur with between 100 and 170 beds from 13™ September 1914
until 23™ July 1919.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

The Ancien Séminaire de Polignan was the location of Hopital Complémentaire No. 59 in the 17" Military
Region with up to 550 beds operating from September 1914 until October 1919 using four types of cachet.
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HOPITAUX TEMPORAIRES —- TEMPORARY HOSPITALS

The franking privilege extended to overseas mail and the card from the Temporary Hospital in Arc-en-Barrois
shows the triangular tax mark obscured so that no charge was raised on delivery. The second card shows the
difficulty in tracing soldiers in time of war with cachets and manuscript marks from five hospitals being applied
before the card was returned to sender.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

Cabourg was the location of the Hopital Complémentaire No. 40 in the 3™ Military Region with 300 beds in the
Grand Hotel and 260 in the Casino, using four cachets, one inscribed Hopital-Dépot de Convalescents.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

The Grand Hotel and the Casino in Houlgate were two out of six locations which made up Hopital
Complémentaire No. 23 in the 3™ Military Region using four types of cachet. The envelope was sent to the
Senior Doctor at the hospital by the Director of the Health Service in Rouen.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

A city the size of Toulouse had no fewer than 19 complementary hospitals, these cards emanating from No. 60
in the Ecole primaire supérieure de filles, rue Caraman, and from No. 66 in the Orphelinat libre de la Grande

Allée. The patient at the latter hospital sent the postcard showing the Matabiau Station with the message “Voici
la gare ou nous sommes descendu”.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Complémentaire No. 32 in the 3™ Military Region was based in the Hotel de la Terrasse and the Villa
Belle Plage in Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer between August 1914 and June 1919 with 304 and 175 beds respectively.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Complémentaire No. 16 in the 10th Military Region was based in three buildings in Crehen-Plancoet
from November 1914 until mid 1919 using two types of cachet.
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COMPLEMENTARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Complémentaire No. 80 in the 10th Military Region was located in the Ecole Jeanne-d’Arc, the Hospice
Civil, the Patronage des jeunes filles and the Couvent des Ursulines in Quintin from September 1914, using four
types of cachet, three of which are shown here.




HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

A certain number of Auxiliary Hospitals were formed before the war but the majority were created during the
conflict. They were founded by one of the three French Red Cross Societies with the agreement of the Military

Authorities. The postcard and cachet below are from Auxiliary Hospital No. 2 in Marseille organised by the
Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires (S.S.B.M.).




HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Two cards showing the arrival of the wounded and the surgical room at Auxiliary Hospital No. 2 in Marseille
with the cachet of the hospital used in 1914,
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No 106 in the 17th Military Region was run by the Union des Femmes de France at the
College de Gargons in Villeneuve-sur-Lot which is shown in the postcard with the banner across the street. The
soldier writing in December 1914, thirteen weeks after the hospital opened, says that he will be leaving for a
Dépdt on Friday and is soon to return to the Front.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

The postcard shows a view of the main building of Hopital Auxiliaire No. 6 in the 9" Military Region based in
the Institution Saint-Louis in Saumur and is addressed to a nurse in Hopital Ste Croix in Chalons-sur-Marne:
both cards bear the same double oval cachet while the envelope bears the cachet of the same hospital in Chalons
(Hopital Auxiliaire No. 6).
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No. 1 in the 16th Military Region was run by the Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires in
the Collége privé Saint-Stanilas in Carcassonne with up to 150 beds from 9" August 1914 until 7" February
1918 — the smaller of these two cachets is not recorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No 102 in the 9™ Military Region was run by the Union des Femmes de France at the Ecole
National d’Instituteurs in Angers with between 150 and 180 beds from August 1914 until February 1919. Three

types of cachet are recorded, two being shown below, the copy being taken from the reverse of the rare
photographic card depicting nurses at the hospital.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES -

Hopital Auxiliaire No 12 in the 17th Military Re
in the Institution Libre de jeunes filles Sainte-

AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

gion was run by the Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires
Foy with up to 114 beds from 14" August 1914 until 1%

November 1917. The larger oval cachet, which became very deformed by 1917, is not recorded in the

literature.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No 6 in the 9th Military Region was run by the Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires in
the Institution Saint-Louis in Saumur with 160 beds for surgical cases, rising to 425 with six annexes in
neighbouring villages. The postcard shows the chateau at Montreuil-Bellay, the home of the Countess of
Contades-Gizieux with 55 beds and the soldier is looking forward to three months convalescence. Neither of
these cachets are recorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

The first postcard originated from Hépital Complementaire No. 43 in Saint-Aignan-sur-Cher where the three-
line cachet at the top left was applied and was addressed to Hopital Neuvic d’Ussel run by the Société de
Secours aux Blessés Militaires, possibly as an annexe of Hopital Auxiliare No. 10 although there is no record
of either the hospital or of the cachet in the literature. The card was then forwarded to Tulle. The lower card
was sent from Hopital Auxiliaire No 201 in Tulle run by the Association des Dames Frangaises in the Ecole
normale d’institutrices, rue de la Vieille-Préfecture, from 1* March 1915, six weeks before the card was written.

%.?B.mhg. ulé _.nm ng xw. _
L cait Lt - \- ~.
4 By €XRTE POSTALE

§N+§SEEW\. aom@mwwmtzm
g ¢ £ wope ; dows vt
Yrr Wows pnows l?\:.._\kr\
howr Whowses 4 (uame o S
T.e. waL Ar L bovats Juit,
houbw u:‘,..,\smb\*&xﬁ U howme .
Mk W i Senoeiit
fw adane & P

Carte Postale e :

Lsddizsee 0 NS UR
’ N Do
i+ B MR R
«.\Qﬁb\rmr ¥ :m
e

-

L} A ~_ 4 L 'Y
A 1655 e opeame
A A%«A«nm 3
Y r 3 \ o 4
i ¢ -\ ; < .W oct M S
Pt - \\ ;
_\. —...\u\.
N fe

..\\.l\.l.-.lnnnllll.|

L F1} i




HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No. 4 in the 5™ Military Region was run from the Ecole normale d’Instituteurs in Orléans by
the Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires with up to 101 beds from 13" August 1914 until 15" July 1917,
the cachet without the cross being unrecorded in the literature. The soldier writing the letter-card records that
Dr. Marmasse and Dr. Rasaye probed his wound and made an opening to the bone where they found flints and
pus. That evening he had a fever of 39, the next day 38 and that evening 39 and compresses soaked in Dr.
Louis de Menciére’s muu.n were placed on the wound. On the day of writing his temperature was 37 and Dr.
Rasaye found some more pus JSE a ﬂao_un
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS
16™ MILITARY REGION - LA LOZERE & L’HERAULT

There were only two such hospitals in La Lozere, part of the 16" Military Region, one run by the Société de
Secours aux Blessés Militaire (S.S.B.M.) and the other by the Union des Femmes de France (U.F.F.). The
decorative patriotic card was sent by a patient in Hopital Auxiliare No. 9 run _w the S.S.B.M. in the Convent de
I’Union in Marvejols with between 30 and 50 beds from August 1914 until 5" January 1919, with one type of
cachet known. The patient reports that to end his treatment he has to drink a litre of cod-liver oil which is very
unpleasant. The U.F.F. operated Hopital Auxiliaire No.110 in the old convent of the Soeurs St-Joseph in Meze
which had between 60 and 70 beds from 10" June 1915 until 5" January 1919 - the card shown bears the only
type of cancel known from this hospital, without its number, and a patriotic label of the Automobile Club de
France posted in January 1916.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hoépital Auxiliaire No 2 in the 5th Military Region was run by the Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires in
the Lycée de Gargons in Vendome from August 1914 until July 1917 with a maximum of 213 beds. Shown
below are the cachet and stationery used at the hospital, the writer of the letter describing how he can walk in
the grounds with the aid of crutches. The envelope to the hospital was sent from the Regional Director in
Orléans. =
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No. 107 in the 10th Military Wmm_os was run by the Union des Femmes de France in the
Ecole secondaire de filles in Saint-Brieuc from 24" August 1914 until 31* December 1918 with 140 beds. Two
types of cachet were used which are shown below.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

Hopital Auxiliaire No 105 in the 9th Military Region was run by the Union des Femmes de France in the
Collége de Jeunes Filles in Saumur which is shown in the postcard with the soldier’s room marked in ink.
Three types of cachet are recorded, two of which are shown below.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

The Ecole libre de garcons Notre Dame du Mont-Rolland in Dole was the location for both Hopital Auxiliaire
No. 5 run by the Société de Secours aux Blessés Militaires and for Hopital Bénévole No. 2bis and it is evident
from the lower card where the soldier gives his address as Salle 5, Hopital 5, that the cachets were used on mail
from both hospitals.
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HOPITAUX AUXILIAIRES — AUXILIARY HOSPITALS

The envelope from Hopital Auxiliaire No. 34 in Rambouillet bears an example of a Red Cross Tracing Service
label with a manuscript ‘B’ indicating that the enquiry was in respect of a Belgian prisoner of war. These labels
were printed in two halves, the left half being attached to the outgoing letters from Geneva and the right hand
being intended for the reply with the file number relating to the enquiry. The letter of August 1916 concerns
information received from a French prisoner of war about the death of a colleague on the field of battle.

SOCIETE FRANCAISE

DE SEGOURS AUX BLESSES MILITAIRES
(Croix- Rouge Francaise)

HOPITAL AUXILIAIRE No 34 -:- RAMBOUILLET (Seine-et-Oise)
N /... [ ez S

4
%aﬁz Qu§§§ &.\%4.\6%\ se trouvailb

Tort  gu?EIss
i ‘¢ vivant § é

- LS
¥ §“\\\ , is pu avoir |
7 : 7 \\\\\\\\\\; »  bon de pre:
: ‘e , sergent &

S

oy e : 17 e ah g
S _\\ ﬁ\“‘\ﬂ% : 2 Qﬂ. 886 O

Jules Fougwe, pris
Nous ne pouv
nous ne possédons

gon sujet leg 11st

Pour




HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS
9™ MILITARY REGION- LE MAINE-ET-LOIRE

Hopitaux Bénévoles were created shortly after the start of the war by private committees or individuals under
military control often located in private buildings. They can be identified by the letters BIS appearing after the
hospital number. The small size of these hospitals and the short periods for which they operated make these
marks the scarcest. Hapital Bénévole no.14 bis was located in the Chdteau de Rouvoltz in Seiches with
twenty beds between October 1914 and December 1918. One cachet is known which is shown in black and
purple.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Nantes had no fewer than 32 private hospitals in the city, No. 103bis being located in the Ambulance
Municipale at 2 rue du Bocage from 26" September 1914 until 31* January 1919 with up to 172 beds. The
soldier writing the lower card had been evacuated from Ypres with an unspecified illness in March 1917.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

The cachet below was applied at Hopital Bénévole No. 26bis in the 11" Military Region located in the Ancien
couvent des Sceurs de Saint-Louis in Saint-Gildas-de-Rhuys which opened on 1* September 1914 with 120
beds. The soldier, suffering from typhoid fever, gives his address as the ‘dépot de Convalescents’ and is writing
to his cousin in hospital in Condom — the card shows the Communauté de la Retraite in Josselin which
functioned as Hopital Bénévole No. 67bis with only 25 beds.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS

The postcard shows a view of Hopital Bénévole No. 140bis located in the Hopital Notre-Dame-des-Douleurs in
Lourdes which opened on 10" October 1914 using three types of cachet, the dated cachet in blue presumably
being sent by a staff member since it pre-dates the opening.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS
10™ MILITARY REGION - LA MANCHE

There were ten such hospitals in La Manche formed by committees or individuals under military 836“_“
Hopital Bénévole No. 4 bis was located at the boy’s boarding school in St-Pierre-Eglise with 67 beds from 12
September 1914 until 10™ March 1916, this being the only type of cachet known. Haépital Bénévole No.37 bis,
misleadingly described in the cachet as being Complémentaire, but distinguishable by the designation °bis’,
was located at Bréhal and functioned only in July and August 1915.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Hopital Bénévole No. 115bis in Chateau de la Mothe, Villeneuve-sur-Lot, in the Military Region was
known as the ‘hopital Anglais’ by virtue of the British medical staff recruited by the Leygues family. It opened
on 21* September 1914 and closed on 26™ December 1918 with up to 110 beds. Two cachets are known, that
on the envelope being an unrecorded variant with the words ‘Croix-Rouge’ and ‘Frangaise’ having been
removed by November 1916 when the postcard was sent.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Hopital Bénévole No. 39bis in the 16™ Military Region was located at the Hotel des Bains in Campagne-sur-
Aude with 50 beds from 14" December 1914 until it was converted to Hépital Complémentaire No. 59 on 1%
October 1916, specialising in tuberculosis. Hopital Bénévole No 6bis in the same region had oz_w 35 beds in
the Ecole communale des filles in Coursan from 17" September 1914 until 25" September 1916 using a cachet
which is not recorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

The soldier writing from Hopital Bénévole No. 42bis in Langogne in the 16™ Military Region uses a postcard
showing a view of the hospital where he is being treated in July 1915, occupying one of 45 beds. The lower card
was sent from the annexe to Hopital Bénévole No. 69bis in the Couvent désaffect¢ de la Visitation in Marvejols
with 37 beds using a cachet which is not recorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS
2" MILITARY REGION - LA SOMME - AND THE 15™ - LE GARD

Patriotic cards with a soldier printed in blue on poor quality paper were issued in booklets perforated on one
side. This example has the cachet of Hopital No. 10 bis which was located in the Ecole Janvier with an annexe
in the Clinique Musin in Amiens which had between 136 and 175 beds from 5™ August 1914 until 8 December
1915. One cachet is known in this period. There were twenty-three such hospitals in the Le Gard area and there
were five such hospitals in Nimes - it is not possible to attribute this cachet inscribed only ‘Hépital Bénévole de
la Préfecture du Gard’ to a particular unit although only two were still open by 19" February 1917.




HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

The variety of hospitals caused considerable confusion even among the authorities, as is demonstrated by these
two envelopes, one addressed to Hopital Bénévole 20bis in Lamalou-les-Bains and the other to ‘Hopital
Complémentaire’ even though by 1917 only 20bis and 83bis were functioning in the town.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS

An annexe of Hopital Bénévole No. 2bis (the American Hospital in Neuilly-sur-Seine) was opened in Juilly-sur
Marne on 15" January 1915 and became an autonomous unit as No. 13bis on 1* April 1917 — shown below are
two of the cachets used, together with the printed envelope of the hospital in 1915.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

The top card was written from the Hotel de I’Epoque, one of three annexes to Hopital Bénévole No. 2bis in
Valras-Plage in the 18th Military Region and the soldier writes that “la carte représente le chalet de
Mademoiselle I'Infirmaire”. The lower card was sent from Hopital Bénévole 3bis at the Grand Hotel Saint-
Michel in Palavas-les-Flots which became an annexe of Hopital Complémentaire No. 1 in Montpellier in

September 1916 and later of No. 10, specialising in tuberculosis with British Red Cross staff.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Hopital Bénévole No. 134bis in the 12" Military Region was based in the Couvent Sainte-Marthe in Périgueux
with 100 beds from 28" August 1914 until 23" December 1918 and used only one type of cachet shown below.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS
In the 12" Military Region Hopital Bénévole No. 29bis was located in the Salle des Fétes in Chabanais with 66

beds from 22™ September 1914 until 31% August 1916 and No 66bis in the Hospice civil cantonal in
Chéteauneuf-sur-Charente with up to 80 beds from 4™ September 1914 until 31* December 1918.
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HOPITAUX BENEVOLES - PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Hopital Bénévole No. 3bis in the 12" Military Region was located in the Bourse du travail, bureau de
bienfaisance, in Nantes from 14™ August 1914 until May 1916 when it was requisitioned as an annexe of
Hopital depot de convalescents No. 1. Hopital Bénévole No. 19bis with 83 beds was run from the Ancien
hospice communal in Le Croisic from 1% September 1914 until 25" September 1919.

CARTE POSTALE 14

L (O
CARTE Poglale .~ d%! s
e %t : _ <

o,
b . =/ <N
CORAESFONDANOE W Konahate .
|4

if B J
.\\? ,ﬁt. ;,.t\w / | _
\ o8 ¢ \ ._A.,.. K thét T %%QF

N~ } .A y .(.al F
N M \ . \ E 3 |
J ,.._C \\ ,\,\.1. A..., A hcp P.w ggmb(r\r D\C.r ki(n\orl

M ,._..w\ o -W.w /)_.qu N | ' )
vk g a_._ . ,. HH. .__?. cH y ] MRV‘L\»A LA _ii Ty
( / % v O ,V\ﬂ\JP._, L ¥ “ = -, ._“




HOPITAUX BENEVOLES — PRIVATE HOSPITALS

Hopital Bénévole No. 65bis in the 16™ Military Region was run from the private surgery of Dr. Guibal in
Fonseranes, Béziers, with 65 beds from 28" September 1914 until 1¥ October 1916 while 77bis had 46 beds in
the Ecole libre de filles in Poussan from 10" October 1914 until 20® May 1916.
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DEPOTS D’ECLOPES — THE WAR WEARY

Those suffering from shock and exhaustion were sent to Depots d’Eclopés for a short stay of recuperation
before being returned to the front. The cachets are from the depots in Amiens and Vitry-le-Frangois while the
photographic card shows the Church at Anzin-Saint-Aubin which had been converted into a depot and
illustrates the conditions at the time. These cachets are not easy to find.
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DEPOTS D’ECLOPES ET DE CONVALESCENTS - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS -
These depots were a combination of those providing a short rest and those providing fifteen days rest.
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DEPOT D’ARRIVEES ET DE DEPART DES ECLOPES —
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE SHORT STAY HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION

The arrival and departure of the soldiers at the Depot d’Eclopés necessitated another organisation to administer
the system due to the sheer volume passing through their services. These cachets were applied in the Depot at
Chalons located in the Quartier Forgeot depicted on the postcard.




HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS — SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

These hospitals were created by edict dated the 15" October 1914 to free up hospital beds for other wounded
soldiers with the intention of returning their patients to the Front after fifteen days. They were controlled by the
Military Commander and were abolished on the 20" August 1916 when they became complementary hospitals
or special discharge centres. The Hopital-Dépot in Nimes shared the Ecole Normale de Gargons with Hopital
Complémentaire No. 44.
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ASSOCIATION AUX CONVALESCENTS MILITAIRES — MILITARY CONVALESCENTS

The Association aux Convalescents Militaires, (A.C.M.), was established in August 1914 and typically operated
small hospitals in private houses, particularly for soldiers from abroad or from occupied France. The card was
sent by an Zm,o:.w: soldier, one of nineteen patients convalescing in the house of M. Grollier in Gontaud which
opened on 15 February 1915, and bears the only example of this cachet recorded to date from this hospital.
The A.C.M. establishments were identified usually by a letter rather than a number, in this instance “0’. The
patient writes that every evening he dances and sings dressed as a native of his homeland and that everyone
comes to see them.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

The Hopital-Dépdt de Convalescents in Orléans was located in the Quartier L. Rossat and is shown here using
cachets in two different sizes, the postcard dated December 1915. The hospital was an annex of Hopital
Complémentaire No. 49 specialising in physiotherapy at Saint-Jean-la-Ruelle but there is no record of either
cachet in the literature. .
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS'

HDC No. 51 was based at the Grand Lycée and at the Hotel Bonnet in Carcassonne with 418 beds in total from
18" November 1914 until 20" December 1918 using a variety of cachets, the oval example in red from March
1916 being unrecorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS — SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

Hopital Complémentaire No. 42 at the Lycée Malherbe in Caen was converted into a hospital for convalescents
in September 1914 with 450 beds but continued to use cachets for both establishments as shown on the cards
below, one of which shows the hospital buildings in the shadow of the cathedral.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

HDC No. 6 operated from the Couvent de la Délivrande in Douvres-la-Delivrande in the 3™ Military Region
from 7" September 1914 until 10™ October 1916 when it was converted to Hopital Complémentaire No. 50 with
200 beds — the four-line temporary cachet in red is not recorded in the literature.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

HDC No. 38 in the Ancien couvent des Franciscains in Béziers began life in September 1914 as an annex of
Hopital Complémentaire No. 36 before being converted in December 1914 using a number of different cachets,
three of which are shown below.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

HDC No. 88 was opened in November 1914 with 500 beds in the Caserne du Polygone in Querqueville and in
October 1915 another unit, Hopital Complémentaire No. 111 was added on the same site, specialising in
physiotherapy and prosthetics. The letter card was supplied by the Cercle Cherbourgeois de Blessés Militaires

and printed by B. Henry in Cherbourg.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

HDC No. 85 had 1,148 beds in the Caserne de la Tour d’Auvergne, Guingamp, in the 10” Military Region and
began as an annex of Hopital Complémentaire No. 19 before separating between August 1914 and January
1916.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS (HDC) - SHORT STAY HOSPITALS

HDC No. 6" in the 11" Military Region was based at the Etablissement des pupilles in La Villeneuve-en-
Guilers in Brest with up to 700 beds between 7" December 1914 and 16™ August 1916, using the three cachets
shown below.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS ET CENTRES SPECIAUX DE REFORME

The Centres Speciaux de Réforme were created in 1916 with the sole function of dealing with medico legal
matters of soldiers leaving the Convalescent Units. These examples were located in Hopital Complémentaire

No. 38 in the Ecole de la Trinité in Beziers.
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HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS ET ECOLE DE MUTILES

The barracks of the 81" Infantry in Montpellier contained 1,100 beds for convalescents in Hépital
 Complémentaire No. 49 here showing the cachet used on hospital stationery in 1915. The school responsible for
retraining the disabled was located in the Hopital General des Hospices in Montpellier.




SOCIETE DE CONVALESCENTS MILITAIRES

A number of very small hospitals were established by g_gsﬂ bodies in the 5™ Military Region: the Dépot at

" the house of M. Massal had only 20 beds and was open from 9" March 1915 until 25" October in the same year

and the cachet is not recorded in the literature. The Dépot at the Ecole publique de garcons in Chilleurs-aux-
Blois also only had 20 beds and was open from 23" February 1915 until early in 1916.




HOPITAUX-DEPOTS DE CONVALESCENTS ET CENTRES SPECIAUX DE REFORME
The Centres Speciaux de Réforme were created in 1916 and replaced the convalescent hospitals with the

intention of speeding up the process of returning the soldiers to the Front. The items below show the cachets
used by the Centre at Hopital Complémentaire No. 38 in Lyon, the registered cover to the Centre in Orléans

bearing the wax seal of the unit on the reverse.
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MEDICAL UNITS - STH MILITARY REGION - LE LOIRET

In each region there were a multiplicity of medical units not attached to specific hospitals, of which three
examples are shown from the Foyer de Soldat et Blessé in Orléans in 1916, from the Centre de Psychiatrie and

from the Regional Director of the S.S.B.M. also in Orléans in 1917. These cachets are not recorded in the
literature.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES — RE-EDUCATION

Centres were established for the re-education of soldiers mutilated by the war and the cachets below emanate
from the Service de Réeducation Fonctionelle et Professionelle at the annex to Hopital Complémentaire No. 40

in Lyon and from the Ecole Joffre founded in 1914.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES — RADIOGRAPHY

Other military health services in an area had their own cachets in order to obtain the franking privilege but these
would not necessarily contain a location, as in the cachet from the Radiography Section of the Military Health
Service posted in Argentan. The letter card has the cachet for the ‘Laboratoire de la 3¢ Armée” which is also
printed on the front - the addressee is a Médecin Major de 1ére Classe, commanding ‘Le groupe de

Brancardiers’ in the 32™ Division, postal sector No. 140.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - NEUROLOGICAL

The Neurological Centre at Hopital Complémentaire No. 28 was located in the Petit Seminaire St-Celestin in
Bourges and operated between the 7" August 1914 and the 27" January 1919 with up to 560 beds. The larger
hospitals would have provided a greater number of services each using their own frank within the same

building,

Inys <Ly . X
@tﬁM %5 42~7TARTE POS
e

22f \
v ed /[ &v 3 .,,_“__... A
| e P4 , CORRESPONDANCE 1 :

B e

=

!

o

%FM?:,M&. .
i s Bever g Ha 1t |
b v canks. o by

K o w }-. ‘

o i

..:_- e T ——. e e ey . T I 4 e
i T ) ke, maut den V1 P 1806 iRy TS Y 8. W, .
/ L W A T B
. : . . e il g J \
gl s =
= = b [}
v o a . N ! -
o - \ il 4 e
Correspondance. s e
; : A W, C
o W A »
]

Bewngon, 10 04 85250 Jiatngs @

RN




SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - NEUROLOGICAL

The Neurological Centre at Hépital Complémentaire No. 45 was located in the No
Lyons, an image of which is shown on the postcard below together with three of the cachets used there.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - NEUROLOGICAL & OPTHALMOLOGICAL

As the cachets below show, Hopital Complémentaire No. 28 at the Asile départemental d’incurables in Bourges
specialised in neurology while No. 88 at the Pension de jeunes filles was the centre for ophthalmology until it
was transferred to Dijon. The postcard to Alsace shows a view of the Ecole normale d’institutrices which was
the location of Hopital Complémentaire No. 16.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES -OPTHALMOLOGICAL

Although posted in Pau, the cover below bears the cachet of the ophthalmology unit at Hopital Complémentaire
No. 18 at the Ecole libre Saint-Genés in Bordeaux. The manuscript endorsement on the postcard from Hépital
Ogv_ggoz.nmﬁﬁmggﬁ&gmﬁmiﬁmﬂnggg_ serving in the

opthalmological unit there.
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'SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - EAR, NOSE, THROAT AND EYES

Hoépital Complémentaire No. 7 also had an annexe at Montbareil St-Brieuc devoted to Ear, Nose and Throat
specialities (Sous-Centre d’Oto, Rhino, Laringologie). It is probable that the Head of Opthalmology at Meaux
was located in Hopital Complémentaire No. 78 (this cachet is not recorded in the literature).
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES — EAR, NOSE, THROAT AND NEUROLOGICAL

The postcard below bears the cachet of the central neurological service based at Hopital Complémentaire No. 35
in Lyon while the cover was sent by the doctor in charge of the 14™ Military Region’s ear, nose and throat
specialities.




SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - BACTERIOLOGICAL & CHEMICAL LABORATORIES

Each specialised service was issued with its own cachet, these examples being from the Central Military
Bacteriological Laboratory in Troyes and from the Chemical Laboratory attached to Hopital Complémentaire
No.13 in Blois. The card addressed to Oporto is an unusual destination for franked military mail.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - PSYCHIATRY & BACTERIOLOGY

The top cover shows the cachet of the psychiatric service at Chateau-Picon in Bordeaux in July 1915 while the
lower cover bears two cachets of the Bacteriology Laboratory at the University of Nancy in January 1919.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - DERMATOLOGY

These cards show the cachets of the Dermatological Centres within Hopitaux Complémentaires No.88 and No.
100 in Bourges neither of which are recorded in the literature.




SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - PHYSIOTHERAPY & MECANOTHERAPY

Hopital Annexe V.R. 69 in Versailles was an annexe of the Military Hospital providing rehabilitation. Neither
of these cachets are recorded in the literature. The lettercard was written by a Corporal in the Physiotherapy
Centre in Troyes in 1916.

| GARTE LETTRE g

' Ce colé est exclusivement réservé a ladresse




SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - PHYSIOTHERAPY

Hoépital Complémentaire No. 50 was based in the Hotel de Rome in Vichy and specialised in physiotherapy
using the two cachets shown on the postcards below.
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SPECIALISED MEDICAL SERVICES - PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The cachets below are from the Centre d’instruction Physique in Joinville in March 1919 and from the Corps de
Réeducation Physique du Grand Palais in Paris in September 1915. The Hoépital autonome du Grand-Palais
received the first wounded soldiers in October 1914 and by May 1915 had treated about 3,000 seriously
wounded soldiers.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - ENGLISH

The Duchess of Westminster’s War Hospital, also known as British Red Cross Hospital No.1, was located in Le
‘Touquet from October 1914 until July 1918 with 150 beds.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - ENGLISH

The Hopital Anglais in rue de Vauzelle, Nevers, was founded by English staff from Hopital Auxiliaire No. 160
in Paris and occupied the workshops of the P.L.M. Railway Company with up to 170 beds with financial
support from two American ladies, Mrs. Senard and Mrs. Woods Bliss, the latter the wife of a counsellor to the
Ambassador in Paris. It is likely that the cachet became worn over time so appearing to combine the two outer
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - ENGLISH

Three postcards showing views of the British General Hospital No. 3 in Le Tréport which was located there
from November 1914 until March 1919.

4. British Général Haspital N° 8 On «Les Terrassess
Hoépital Géneval Anglais N' 3 sur «Les Terrasses»
Pyés le Tréport (Seine-Inférienre)

British Général Haspital §* 3
Hopital Génésal Anglais N* §

British Général Haspital N* 3
Hopital Général Angleis N* 3 |




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - ENGLISH

The postcard shows Stationary Hospital No. 4 in Angers which closed on 7" November 1914 and was posted
from Angers in January 1917 to a soldier being treated at Hopital Auxiliaire No. 101 run by the Union des
Femmes de France in Paris from where it was forwarded to Villejuif.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - BELGIAN

The Hopital Militaire Belge was based in St. Jean, Cap-Ferrat, using the cachet shown on the postcards below.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - ANGLO-BELGIAN

The Hopital Anglo-Belge Albert ler opened on 23" December 1914 in the Ecole professionelle, rue Saint-Ld,
Rouen, with up to 350 beds until it closed in mid 1916. The writer of the postcard with the grey cachet records
that they are leaving for London via Southampton on the transport ship “Queen Alexandra™.
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - CANADIAN

A letter card from a soldier in Ward 19 of the 2* Canadian General Hospital in Le Touquet written on 28"
‘April 1918 and posted from Army Post Office S13. “I have got a bit of shrapnel through the right wrist,
nothing very serious but 1 am not certain whether I shall get to Blighty or not”.
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - CANADIAN

‘A form from the Infantry Record Office in London to Lance-Corporal Burton’s father in Sawbridgeworth
advising him that his son had been admitted to the 2™ Canadian General Hospital in Le Tréport suffering from a
shrapnel wound in the right wrist with a severe fracture. The envelope to him in hospital was returned to
England marked “Evac to UK, add unknown, 28/4/18” and he went on to become Postmaster of
Sawbridgeworth after the war having married Florence who served in that office during the conflict.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - FRANCO-ESPAGNOL

Hopital wn:né_o 87bis was located in the Casino Bellevue in Biarritz with 300 beds from 25" August 1914
until 25" January 1920 — the cachet with the outer double circle is not recorded in the literature.
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - SENEGALESE

Menton was the location for Hopital Complémentaire No. 52 which was staffed by medical units from Senegal
as was the Dep6t de Convalescents, both of whose cachets appear on the envelopes below.
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - SOUTH AFRICAN

The South African Ambulance unit operated from Hopital Bénevole 156bis at the Hopital Beau-Rivage in
Cannes. The view of the station includes the Carlton Hotel taxi which by this time was serving as a hospital

itself.
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - RUSSIAN & DUTCH

The envelope is addressed to the Hopital Russe in La Seyne in February 1918 with a censored Field Post Office
datestamp while the postcard shows a view of the Dutch hospital in the restaurant du Pré-Catelan in Newully-
sur-Seine which opened on 10" September 1915 with 200 beds and closed on 31% January 1919.
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ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - AMERICAN

The Hépital Américain opened as Hopital Bénevole 2bis in the Lycée Pasteur in Neuilly-sur-Seine on 12
August 1914 with up to 600 beds until it closed on 18" July 1917. The writer of the envelope to Australia gives
their address as c/o Thos. Cook & Son, 1 Place de I'Opéra, Paris, while the envelope to Rhode Island contains a
telegram indicating that the sender returned to Newport in October 1917.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - AMERICAN

The envelope with the datestamp of the U.S. Military Postal Express Service No. 778 in September 1918 is
addressed to a soldier in Base Hospital No. 8 where the boxed cachet was applied — on the reverse is the pencil
endorsement ‘Returned to U.S.A. (8-9-18).




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS - AMERICAN

The envelope below is addressed to a nursing sister who had moved from H22 General Hospital in Camiers to

the American Ambulance Hospital in Neuilly-sur-Seine, one of whose cachets appears on the printed mgoan
from the hospital in December 1914.




ALLIED MEDICAL UNITS — AMERICAN & NORTHERN IRISH

The envelope shows the cachet of Hopital V.R. (Versailles) No. 76 which was established in the ancient college
des Jésuites in Ris-Orangis by Lady Johnstone, the wife of the British Minister in The Hague, and Harold
Rickett with 200 beds on 21* September 1915 and closed on 1** September 1918. The postcard was sent from
the Hopital d’Ulster in the Allée du Sacré-Coeur in Lyons by Dr. Bennett in June 1917.
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MARITIME REGIONS

The second of France’s three Maritime Regions comprised Lorient, Brest and Rochfort. The Hopital temporaire
marine was located in the Collége de jeunes filles in Lorient with 150 beds which opened on 22™ September
1914 and closed on 20" November 1916. Their cachet is shown below with another from the Salles Militaires

in the Hospice Mixte which opened on 7" August 1914 with 592 beds.
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MARITIME REGIONS
The Hopital Maritime in Brest formed part of the 2™ Maritime Region, together with those in Lorient and

Rochefort. The permanent military hospital in Brest had 775 beds and shown is a view of the staff and patients
in the courtyard and the anchor cachet used in January 1918 on a cover to the Senator for Finistére.
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MARITIME REGIONS

Hopital Complémentaire No. 9 was located in the Ecole de la Retraite in the Maritime Region of Brest and used

a cachet inscribed “Hopital Temporaire de S0 Malades’

. The cards below were probably sent by a staff member

since the hospital opened on 19" September 1914 with 55 beds, making the second card a first day card!.
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MARITIME REGIONS

There were four Hopitaux Maritimes in Brest with over 3,000 beds between them and while their cachets are
among the most attractive visually they are also among the most frequently found. Shown below are those from
En mwunn_ des Mécaniciens and from the :EHE de I’arsenal.




MARITIME REGIONS

A request to the Maritime Hospital in Lorient requesting X rays, one for shrapnel in the foot and the other for a
bullet in the shoulder with a fracture — the first was refused and the second agreed.




MARITIME REGIONS

The envelope shows the cachet of the Marine Hospital in Brest at the Ecole des Mécaniciens. This cachet is
unrecorded in the literature. A flotilla of six barges was formed at Rouen and designated No. 1 Ambulance
Flotilla. The six were composed of one of each for personnel and stores and the remainder for patients. About
the size of a Thames lighter, they were grouped in pairs and each had fifty beds, as depicted in the postcard of

1914.
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THE START FOR BLIGHTY

Once the Allied wounded were fit enough they were transported by special Red Cross trains to the coast where
they were embarked on Hospital ships.

THE STAAT FOR BLIGHTY " S e ncdom Ffnnd

1939055, :
Blesseés anglais regagnant le bateau-hopital | English wounded soldiers reaching the hospital

Bmw Gere du Havre | ship at the Havre ; @@




HOSPITAL SHIPS

At the outbreak of the First World War the Admiralty ordered the conversion of three ocean-going liners into
Hospital Ships and more were commissioned in the first months including three cross-Channel steamers, “St.
Andrew”, “St. David” and “St. Patrick” which sailed to Le Havre on the 24" August 1914. The rare
photographic postcard of “St. Andrew” was sent from the 1¥ Scottish General Hospital at Oldmill, Aberdeen,
in July 1916 by Charlie informing his mother that he is ‘wounded and getting on as well as possible’. The other
two cards were sent by wounded soldiers on the H.M.H.S. “St. David™, the first sent in September 1917 with
the message “You will be glad to know I am safely stowed away in bed somewhere down in the depths of this
ship and am bound for Blighty”. Written in pencil are the words “Received from Hospital train”.
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company ship Balantia was provided and equipped as the Red Cross Hospital
Ship the “Saint Martgaret of Scotland” for the Royal Navy by the Scottish branch of the British Red Cross
Society. It was unusual in that all the staff were Scotsmen and the £20,000 raised by flag-day and other
activities also provided 12 ambulance motor launches for use in the Dardanelles, Egypt and Salonika,

Scotland’s First Red Cross Hospitol Ship.
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“SAINT MARGARET OF SCOTLAND.”

SCOTLAND'S FIRST RED CROSS HOSPITAL SHIP.

“SAINT MARGARET OF SCOTLAND.”




HOSPITAL SHIPS

“La Gascogne”, a ship owned by the Compagnie générale transatlantique, and then by the Ooa%mmaa sud-
Atlantique, was requisitioned by the navy as an auxiliary cruiser but from 26™ September until 28® November
1914 she served as a convalescent hospital in Bordeaux with 75 beds. The cachet is amongst the rarest of
French hospital marks.
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

The “Aquitaine”™, owned by Société Général de Transport Maritimes, was chartered in 1898 by the Spanish
Government to bring back troops from Cuba at the end of the Spanish American War. In 1914 she was
requisitioned for use as a floating hospital in the port of Marseille until June 1915 when she became an
ammunition ship reverting to a transport ship in 1918. There are three cachets known for this ship. The postcard
below bears the cachet “Hopital Privé “Aquitaine™ No. 18 bis’, signed ‘petit Paul, Hopital Auxiliare Aquitaine,
Marseille’. The “Flandre™ was built by Chautiers & Ateliers de Provence, Port de Bova, as a cargo ship in 1914
and was chartered from the Compagnie Général Transatlantique in 1914 and converted into a Hospital Ship.
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

H.M.H.S. “Rewa” was built for the British India Line and commissioned as a Hospital Ship with between 200
and 300 beds, and sailed for the Mediterranean on the 29" January 1915, returning from Gallipoli to England on
the 29" April 1915 having dealt with 7,424 casualties, of which 3,647 were discharged to the advance base,
3,628 were carried on to Alexandria, Malta or Plymouth and 149 died on board. She returned to the
Mediterranean on the 15" June 1915 and sailed for England in December. On the 4™ January 1918 she was
torpedoed 19 miles S.W. of Hartland Point, (the southern approach to the Bristol Channel), with the loss of four
CTEW.

The enclosed letter dated 23™ October 1917 says:

“The mail arrived yesterday but it was a very small one and contained no letters later than Oct 3. I got two
parcels in it that had been posted on August 30 so I imagine that it was simply a collection of stray bags. We
are awailing orders here at present and we look like waiting for some time. All our Sisters are in hospital here
hoping to return but we can get no order; I am not too anxious to re-embark them as we can get on without
them and there are still endless mines which do not spare hospital ships. However if we have to do any length of
time in harbour as a base hospital ship we shall probably get them. However there is no news of anything yet.
We have had a succession of thunderstorms here during the last 4 days; today is fine and the air is cooler and
more pleasant to breathe ....."

. )




HOSPITAL SHIPS

The Union Castle “Braemar Castle” was used as a Hospital Ship from the 7™ October 1915 to the 1* September
1919, and sailed from Egypt to France on the 2° March 1916 when she was struck by a mine in the Aegean Sea
on 23" November 1916 with the loss of six patients, but was able to continue her duties. The postcard shows the
“Braemar Castle” before the war and the envelope addressed to her was carried on the S.S. “Sussex” which was
torpedoed on 24™ March 1916.

Union Castle Line S, S. “Brasmar Castle™




HOSPITAL SHIPS

H.M. Hospital Ship “Oxfordshire™ was built by Harland and Wolff for the Bibby Line, Liverpool, and was
launched on 15 June 1912, completed 17" September 1912 and eventually scrapped in Karachi, 1958. On 2™
August 1914 HM H.S. Oxfordsire was the first ship to be requisitioned for war service two days prior to the
outbreak, En-route from Liverpool to London she was off the Isle of Wight when ordered into Tilbury where
she was converted into Naval Hospital Ship No. 1 with 562 beds. Commissioned on 11" August she was sent to
Scapa Flow as a base ship on 25" September but proved to be too large for the needs at the time and was moved
to the English Channel to undertake hospital work. In April 1915 she was deployed as the base hospital ship at
Mudros and was present during the Anzac withdrawal at the Dardanelles. She served in the Persian Gulf and
German East Africa during December 1916 and in 1918 as a shuttle hospital ship in the English Channel. The
postcard is written in Welsh from Southampton on 21*" August 1915 and also shown is a sheet of paper from the
“Oxfordshire”.

M.M. HospiTaL SHiP,
"OXFORDSHIRE "
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

Pre-war plans of the twin screw ‘S. Oxfordshire’, a two berth cabin on A’ and ‘B’ decks cost £9 9.0, and
a single berth cabin cost £10 10 0.

TWIN SCREW S. OXFORDSHIRE'
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

The first “Letitia” was a short lived ship. Built by Scott’s Shipbuilding and Engineering Co., Greenock for the
Donaldson Line of Glasgow in 1912, she was 8.991 gross ton ship, length 470.4 feet, one funnel, two masts,
twin screw and a speed of 14 knots. There was passenger accommodation for 300-2™ and 950-3" class.
Lainched 21 February 1912, she left Glasgow on 4" May 1912 on her maiden voyage to Quebec and Montreal
Employed as a hospital ship during the Great War, she was wrecked on 1™ August 1917 at Chebucto Head,
Halifax, with no loss of life.

Turbine Twin-serew Hospital Ship ‘“ LETITIA.””—Capt. G. K. BAILLIE, O0.B.E.




HOSPITAL SHIPS

The Royal Mail Steam Ship “Empress of India” was bought by the Maharajah of Gwalior in 1914 for
conversion into a hospital ship named “Loyalty” with 325 beds. The postcard dated 1905 illustrates the ship
and the envelope of 1896 has the crest on the back flap while the cover from the “Loyalty” was sent to the
Hospital Lark Kas in Gwalior State in 1915.
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

A receipt for the sum of one rupee on account of the subscription for the maintenance of the Hospital Ship
“Madras”, dated the 28" May 1915. The British India Steam Navigation Company ship “Tanda” was taken over
in 1914 as a Hospital Ship and renamed the “Madras™. In 1920 it reverted back to the B.L.S.N.C. and was
renamed “Tandra”, in 1924 she was transferred to the Eastern & Australasian Steam Ship Company.(an
associated company) and finally in 1944 she was torpedoed and sank off India with the loss of 19 lives.

The British India Steam Navigation Company was registered in 1856 as the Calcutta and Burma Steam
Navigation Co and in 1862 the name changed to the British India Steam Navigation Company. In 1886 it took

control of the Australian Steam Navigation Company and its coastal services out of Brisbane renaming it the
Australasian United Steam Navigation Co.
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

Three postcards showing views of the paquebot “France IV” after conversion into a hospital ship.

Transatlantique ““FRANCE <
Le plus grand courriev Francais ; actuellement Navire Hopital
The greatest French steamey Actually Hospital ship — L.R.,

PAaQuEBOT * FRANCE IV "
LTy De la C* Générale Transatlantique, transformé en navire hépital &, Golser, phot.-A.ger




HOSPITAL SHIPS

Hospital ships varied hugely in size from ocean liners to the two much smaller ships featuring on these
postcards depicting the “Sphinx” and the “Aberdonian”, the latter in service from 16™ October 1915 until 16®

June 1919 with a capacity of 245 wounded.

Marine Militaive Frangaise
Nuvire Hopitul SPHINX. ( Guerre ror4-15-16 )
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HOSPITAL SHIPS

The French liner HM.H.S. “Formosa” was commissioned as a Hospital Ship on 22™ June 1915 with
accommodation for 417 patients. She served until 7" July 1919, after which she was returned to Société Général
de Transport Maritimes and resumed her commercial career. The postcard shows “Formosa” and “Glengorm
Castle” which had accommodation for 217 wounded. The message on the postcard of the HM.A.T. “Warilda”
reads: ‘When you receive this I shall be in London, where I have to come because I have to go to a leg hospital.
This is the boat I have crossed in the best accommodation.’ No postage was paid and the ‘Received from H.M.
ship / no charge to be raised’ was applied.

L

.m M.H.S. FORMOSA and GLENCURM CASTLE tx«?
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FROM HOSPITAL SHIP TO HOSPITAL

Once the ships arrived at Southampton the wounded were disembarked onto Hospital trains to take them north.
Everyone was supplied with a pencil, a piece of paper and an envelope to enable them to write to their relatives
informing them of their arrival in England. This letter says ‘/ have arrived in England as a stretcher case, so |
am dropping this letter from the train at Winchester. I mentioned in a letter written from France, that 1 had had
a relapse and was sent back to No. 25 Hospital but you might get this before that letter. If I cannot obtain a
stamp you will have to pay the postage due’. The envelope is endorsed ‘Finder Please Post’ and ‘Received from
H.M. Ship / No charge to be raised’.
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Army Form W. 82249,
Railway Facilities for visiting Soldiers in
Hospital in the United Kingdom.

"o

Free Wanrayrs 2If the soldier is in a grave
condition, -the Ei--nli{a} Offiver in Charge of the
Hospital is—authorised=to isue & Free Railway
Warrant tocppe relatio to Visit Iim, provided that
~ the relation is not in a positige to pay the fare.

i e e !

Should the” Mehical -Qfficen in-€harge of the
Hospital felearaph to the sext-of-kin ‘to proceed to
the hospital without-delay, a réhundcof the cost of
the railwav f:lll'f:‘.‘ will'be wrde under the cendition
laid down in p:m%. 10 p PGkl E‘Tj

Curar Troxeps.—Medical Officers in Charge of
Hospitals are anthorised to, issiie Vouchers for
Cheap Tickets, which ‘allow the doublejourney at
the single! fire, o soldiers™relations —under the
following ct'qin_ﬁ‘t.irmh':-—-' h DS e

A. That the joutney 15 notless fhan 30.miles in

the or{.h\-'M'Ll;-_dil'ecﬁi011.‘-"~. 1P

B. That fickets will be. issued for not more than
two adnlts, or one Adultand fwo ehildren
under 2. o = s Bl '

Only one visit"‘fi;s. allowed 1 cach cast_a_,,lunfe;ss the
Medical Officer i Charge of the-Hospital should
~ consider a second visit desivable, ¥ T

NTB.—.-\}_Jplica‘r-imlsf{_fer Vouchers'should be addressed fo
“ the Medieal Officers-in-Charee of Hospitals, to whose
discretion the issue is entirely left.
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REDIRECTION CARDS

Two printed postcards addressed to the 48" Field Ambulance in France notifying them that letters should be
redirected to the respective soldiers at St. Andrew’s Hospital in Cricklewood, London, and the 11" Stationary
Hospital in Rouen.




CLANDON PARK HOSPITAL, GUILDFORD

Form A F.A.2042A was issued for the use of hospital patients enabling them to send information about their
whereabouts and state of health. The first example was sent by W. Bellis of the R.AM.C who was in the
Clandon Park Hospital, near Guildford, in May 1916 to Jack Bellis who was with 48 Field Ambulance in
France. The second example has the cachet of No. 6 General Hospital in Rouen and informs Charles Watson’s
family of his transfer to England. As different nationalities were involved it was necessary to print these forms :
in different languages as illustrated by A.F. a2042 H (Hindi) Field Service India card from F.P.O. 2B on the
Somme to Suffolk.

——
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AMERICAN RED CROSS HOSPITAL, PAIGNTON

Army form W3229 was used to notify next of kin where their relative was receiving treatment as well as giving
details of railway facilities for visiting soldiers in hospital in the United Kingdom. This example with the
American Red Cross Paignton cachet applied to the front was posted on the 14™ April 1918. If an ordinary
postcard was used by a wounded soldier without a postage stamp only the single rate of '2d was charged to the
recipient as in the example of 1917. The card reads: ‘I have been very ill in hospitals Belgium & France just
feeling a little better. I was brought overseas yest. to Chatham Hospital. I am moved again probably tonight .
please don’t write yet.” The sender has also written “Wounded in Hospital’ probably in the hope of free postage.




RAISING FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE WOUNDED

Much of the health service infrastructure relied upon private donations. The Y2d Disabled Service 1914-15 War
Seal is a typical example of fund raising which took place in Great Britain shown here affixed to a publicity
label on an invoice of 1917. The envelope contains a piece of wire taken from the first Zeppelin brought down
at Cliffley, Hertfordshire, given to the British Red Cross by H.M. War Office for sale to raise funds to help the
wounded at the front for the price of 1/-.
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RAISING FUNDS TO SUPPORT THE WOUNDED

Funds were raised both by organisations such as the Association Philanthropique for the treatment of the
wounded in thermal establishments and through events such as the Exposition pour les victims de la guerre in
Lyon in September 1914.
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ASSOCIATION DES DAMES FRANCAISES

The Association des Dames Frangaises issued booklets of pictorial labels showing army officers and ruined
towns, each booklet costing between 1 and 2 francs which was used to support the Association’s hospitals.

AssoclATION DEs DAMES FRANCAISES
g 7o . CROIX
AR 8 § ROUGE

20 TIMBRES 1~ SERIE, 2" EDITION
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UNION DES FEMMES DE FRANCE

The Union des Femmes de France issued labels to support their activities here shown on a postcard of 1912, on
a cover of 1914 where the postage stamp has been affixed over the label and in a complete sheet.
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SOCIETE FRANCAISES DE SECOURS AUX BLESSES MILITAIRES

Labels were issued by the Société Frangaises de Secours aux Blessés Militaires to aid their activities and an
example is shown used in 1915 with a local label of the Central Office in Dijon also used in 1915. The booklet
of twelve labels was sold to raise funds for the ‘Réformés de la Guerre et des Soldats Convalescents’ under a

‘Déclaration préfectorate No. 156-F> of 4™ April 1915. The latter labels raised funds to assist disabled soldiers
after their discharge from hospital.
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CERTIFICATE OF DISCHARGE

Private Frederick Ford served in the Royal Marine Labour Corps in France from 15" April 1917 until 5 March 1918

when he was discharged and awarded a “Hurt Certificate’-as well as n_n British Wag and <§oa. Medals.
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